
Clean Communities Network

GREAT LAKES

About the Network
The Great Lakes Clean Communities Network (GLCCN) seeks to empower and connect communities and organizations 
around the Great Lakes to more effectively implement programs to improve ecological health in their community, watersheds, 
and the Great Lakes Basin. This network is funded by the Great Lakes Protection Fund and is being developed by the Institute of 
Water Research (IWR) at Michigan State University (MSU).   

The GLCCN will connect Great Lakes environmental practitioners (e.g., sustainability managers, watershed groups, and state 
and local governments) and equip them with the latest innovations to improve or sustain ecological health in their communities. 
The overall goal is to provide a platform where practitioners can share tools, ideas, and techniques to learn from one another 
and more efficiently address their environmental concerns such as storm water runoff, nutrient loading, water conservation, or 
beach closures. The Network will feature a central online hub which will provide easy access to environmental tools, measures 
for gauging ecological impact, and social media communication strategies. With these enhanced capabilities, communities 
and groups may be better equipped to implement practices and evaluate their effectiveness. Several partners will contribute 
to the development and deployment of the GLCCN, including the Great Lakes and St. Lawrence Cities Initiative, The Nature 
Conservancy (TNC), University of Michigan, and the University of Wisconsin-Madison.

Who Should Join?
Urban and rural communities and environmental organizations across the Great Lakes working to improve their environmental 
impact should consider joining the GLCCN. Over 100 individuals from organizations across the Great Lakes have already 
joined including representatives from Milwaukee, WI; Grand Rapids, MI; Buffalo, NY; Northwestern Michigan College, Traverse 
City, MI; Flint River Watershed Coalition, Flint, MI; and Tri-County Regional Planning Commission, Lansing, MI. 
 
Network Benefits

• Innovate and connect with communities across the Great Lakes Basin to tackle widespread 
environmental concerns

• Evaluate your ecological health and track improvements using the Network’s “Ecological 
Scorecard,” developed by The Nature Conservancy

• Gain access to reviews for a variety of environmental tools that examine which technologies 
provide the greatest potential for success in addressing specific environmental issues

• Learn the most effective strategies for utilizing social media for public engagement
• Promote your work and success stories on the Network
• Receive the GLCCN periodic newsletter

Get Involved
There are several ways in which your organization can participate in the network:  

• Be a Network beta-tester: beta-testers benefit from being able to provide input on features 
they would like to see in the Network, as well as getting early access to tools and websites 
being shared on the Network.

• Be a Network user: users will receive updates about the Network as it is being developed 
and will be able to use the Network, share information, and use featured environmental 
tools once the Network launches in late spring 2014.  

Sign-up today to by visiting http://www.iwr.msu.edu/glccn. 
You can also like us on Facebook at: http://tinyurl.com/glccn-facebook.

For more information, contact Jeremiah Asher at the MSU Institute of Water Research, asherjer@msu.edu; or call 517-432-5586.
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